
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To: Rhodel Castillo 
From: Julie E. Moody-Freeman 
Subject: Director, Center for Black Diaspora Studies  
Date: March 11, 2020 
 
I write to express my thanks to you for agreeing to the February 15, 2020 event “Rhodee 
and the Garifuna Flava Band” held at DePaul University. Simply put, this was a 
beautifully curated program. You so thoughtfully put together that program to bring 
together the traditional and contemporary Garifuna culture.  
 
The event opened with a lecture/performance of traditional songs and dance by the 
Laruni Hati Dance Group, which was useful for the audience to understand Garifuna 
history and culture. You led the remaining event with a poetic and musical journey that 
highlighted the history, culture, and language of the Garifuna: in Yurumein, Saint 
Vincent, before and after colonialism, in exile, and in a continued celebration of the spirit 
of a people never to be enslaved.  
 
You are an amazing artist intellectual. The way you used music and spoken word to 
lecture was innovative, enjoyable and impactful. I'm so glad we were able to work 
together on this event. 
 
It was a pleasure working with you. Thanks for your incredible artistry and 
professionalism.  
 
Sincerely, 
Julie E. Moody-Freeman, Ph.D. 
Director, Center for Black Diaspora 
Associate Professor of African and Black Diaspora Studies 
773-325-7857 
jmoodyfr@depaul.edu 
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