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Rhodee & the Garifuna Band

I had an absolute blast during this event. I arrived early for this event and I’'m very glad 1
did. Before everything, the band was out rehearsing a little bit and playing some music, some
freestyle as well. My favorite was Rambo was playing his guitar, his fingers played up the strings
and made these beautiful, elegant notes that just made my head bop up and down. This was
before they all came out to rehearse the song but it was fascinating to watch this live music
before the live music.

| thought that the dancers were very wholesome of connecting everything together.
Seeing the ladies dance made me feel more connected to their culture. And the meaning behind
their movements were powerful. Seeing them dance made me want to dance and it was very
enjoyable to see them get so into it. My favorite was when they each went around the stick and
did this dance where they flailed their skirts and shirt over the stick. But as each of them went
around dancing around the stick they did their own move and added their own flavor along with
the beat. The color of the outfits were very beautiful and during winter it was great to see the pop
of color and energy because it was revitalizing, since winter can feel slow with little sun. It felt
like the sun was inside the room the other night!

Rhodee & the Garifuna Band was my favorite though. Something about the live music

and every instrument having a part, simultaneously coming together, made my soul so happy. |



literally could not contain myself. | personally was dancing in my seat, tapping my feet, moving
my head and occasionally closing my eyes because I was being moved by the music. That’s the
most fun I had that whole day because it was all so good and blended so well together. Made my
soul feel warm, and the meaning behind the songs were powerful. I may not have known what
was being said but | know the feeling that the song made me feel, and it was empowerment.

My favorite song that was played was Lamiselu Larubeya or Trouble at the Beach. From
the drums, to the bass, guitars, keyboard, maracas, and voices, it spoke to me in a different way.
The whole time they played music I had to use the washroom but didn’t even want to get up
because | was enjoying it so much. | debated whether or not | wanted to go up and dance because
I truly wanted to. I think it would’ve brought so much to their performance because it’s about
feeling free. But | was okay with seat dancing! | sat in the back so | was able to see everyone else
and a lot of people were still in their seats, and | wondered why? Some were so still you
would’ve thought they were a statue. To me it felt like a fun space to be able to move your body
and express yourself.

With that being said, I ended up downloading their songs right away and started playing
them once the event was over. | literally danced my way home. | took my time too, especially
when | was on my block | took it all in. Once I got in my apartment | put my favorite song that
was played and started to dance to it some more. | even played it when | was making dinner.
Music was so good I even showed it to one of my roommates haha! Soon I’ll be playing it at a
gathering we have at our apartment and am happy to pass the same feeling | felt when
experiencing the event. | mean to have practically a free concert, Il take that any and everyday

of the week!






